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4th Annual African Women and Children HIV/AIDS Health Summit
“ Ignorance Can Kill, Knowledge Can Save Lives”
Monday, October 29, 2007

The Alhambra Ballroom at 125th Street NY, NY 10027
September 25, 2007
Dear Friends and Colleagues:

On behalf of African Hope Committee Inc., we are pleased to invite you and your staff to attend the African Hope Committee's 4th Annual Health Summit , African Women and Children HIV/AIDS which is a public health event in which; the theme is “ Ignorance Can Kill, Knowledge Can Save Lives”.  Even though 5 million people are infected with HIV worldwide every year, people still don’t feel worried about the disease. Women make up more than half of those being infected with HIV. This puts them in a good position to be HIV advocates. This is why AHC Health Summit is designed to bring women and young girls together to learn and be knowledgeable about HIV/AIDS to bring change in their community. 
The event health summit is a call to action for men, women, and children of African descent to fight against the deadly disease that has ravaged the African continent and communities of African descent through out the world. 

For the last 3 years, AHC has hosted an annual health summit on HIV/AIDS, targeting women, youth, and families. Over (900) people at the national and international level have attended the conference and we have brought awareness to over (15, 0000) people via, media campaign, various websites and outreach.  In addition, the organization has administered two very successful focus groups that brought together (22) women, resulting in the development of a preliminary needs assessment report.  

AHC has received several public service citations and awards, from elected officials and philanthropic organizations, for its innovative and pioneering work, addressing the African Immigrant community.

A brief list of accomplishments are listed below:         

· A Proclamation from the Brooklyn Borough President, Marty Markowitz in 2004 and 2006

· A Citation from the Manhattan Borough President, C. Virginia Fields;

· A Citation from the Councilmember Office, Bill Perkins;

· An Award of Recognition from the City of New York DOHMH, Bureau of HIV/AIDS/ Women and HIV/AIDS Program;

· A Proclamation from Congressman Charles Rangel;

· A Citation from Councilmember Robert Jackson;

The Goals of the Summit are:
· Increase education and knowledge to save lives.

· Foster awareness among African immigrants on the importance of HIV counseling and testing.

· Facilitate acceptance and use of current HIV/AIDS prevention methods (i.e. Condom use, abstinence, blood testing)

· Emphasize the importance of adherence to HIV treatment for healthy and longer life.

· Build awareness in the community using public announcements.  

· Provide information on free access to HIV/AIDS screening and services.
The event will culminate with a gala/dinner reception, African art exhibitions, dance, drums and light music.
The target audience includes health care providers, social service workers, elected officials other policymakers, health advocates, community residents and African Immigrants, women, men and youth. We believe that African Women and Children HIV/AIDS Health Summit 2007 will again become a grand platform for showcasing the latest technology, products, concepts and health images in the field of HIV/AIDS prevention, and also a grand gathering for networking, communication, cooperation and collaboration between all involved.   
We hope you will be able to accept our invitation to join us in this effort to help promote national and international awareness around HIV/AIDS and will continue to benefit our community, state, and nation and further the cause.  Thank you in advance for your time. For more information about the summit, please contact: Clarisse Mefotso Fall, Executive Director of African Hope Committee Inc., at 212-862-9010 email at: info@afriquehope.org, Please visit AHC website at: www.afriquehope.org  
Sincerely,
Clarisse Mefotso Fall, MPH
Executive Director
